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Welcome to Sixth Grade Language Arts at West Jackson Middle School! We have an exciting year ahead of us, so get ready to read, write, speak and research!  Here are some of the different topics we will be studying:
	Reading

· Short Stories 

· Novels 
· Poetry

· Plays and Dramas
· Greek and Latin Vocabulary
	Writing

· The Writing Process

· Narrative, informational, and argumentative writing
· Multiple Paragraph Essays
· Citing Evidence

· Grammar 
	Researching
· Note-Taking

· Outlining

· Interviewing

· Research Papers
· Internet Use
· Citing Evidence


	Speaking
· Speeches

· Presentations

· Book Talks

· Readers’ Theater




Materials to be in class EVERYDAY:

· Composition Notebook
· Pencil and pen
· Student Agenda
· Novel
· Flash drive

Grading:
· Grades are posted weekly, if not more often, on Infinite Campus
· Students will be required to complete a “Book of the Month” assignment each month and they will do some type of project each 9 weeks based on one of the independent reading books they read during the quarter. They are NOT limited to reading one book per month. I would LOVE for them to read more!!! Most of this reading will need to be done at home during the week, but they will be doing some independent reading in class as well. I suggest reading a minimum of 20-30 minutes every night to keep up with this. 

· Students will begin many writing pieces but will only take 2-3 per nine weeks to completion. The completed writings will be informational, narrative, or argumentative depending on the nine weeks. Students will also be conducting short research projects throughout the year as part of their informational writing.
· Grading Scale:

A=90-100

B=80-89

C=70-79

F=69 and below
   Communication: 
· As always, please feel free to contact me at any time using the information above! 
· The class website is also a wonderful resource to keep up with what is going on in class.
barrowela.weebly.com 
· I have setup a Remind 101 account where students and parents will be able to receive messages from me on your phone. Your number will not be visible to me, and my number will not be visible to you. This is just a way for me to keep you updated on what’s going on in the classroom. If you would like to receive these messages, please do the following:
Advanced ELA- text @185fc8 to the number 81010

ELA- text @185fc8b to the number 81010
  Homework Policy 

· A homework sheet will be given every Monday and due every Friday when we will go over it in class. This will give them extra practice on things we are working on in class throughout the year.
· Independent reading for the “Book of the Month” assignment. 

· Students will also have a set of vocabulary words to study every week, and they will have a quiz on Friday over the words from the week.
    Absences

· Attendance is incredibly important!  It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to determine what work he or she missed by asking the teacher upon returning to school.  When the student returns to school, his or her absent work is due after the number of days he/she was absent has elapsed.  For example, if a student is absent for three days, his or her work is due three school days after his/her return to school.  

   Classroom Library
· I have books in my classroom library that students may checkout as well as the books in the media center. They will just need to see me to check a book out from the classroom library. When they return the book, they will just need to sign it back in. Students will be responsible for any books that are lost or damaged. 
     Academic Honesty

· Because all of my assignments are designed to further student learning, I take academic honesty very seriously.  Each student must do his or her own work.

     Novels
· We have several novels planned for us to read during your child’s 6th grade year. In the past, we have collected money for these books separately throughout the school year. In an effort to save you time and simplify things, we are combining the cost of the books into one fee of $15.00.  This single contribution will cover the costs of all the novels that we will be reading throughout the year. 

· The novels we are planning on reading in ELA this year are Freak the Mighty, Milkweed, and Hatchet. The novels we are planning on reading in Advanced ELA areThe Schwa Was Here, The Devil’s Arithmetic, and The Cay.  Please return your child’s $15.00 Novel Fee to your child’s Language Arts teacher by Friday, August 14. ***Please make any checks payable to WJMS.
Parent/Guardian Information
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Please complete the questions below to enable me to optimize my communication with you.

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Names: ______________________________________________________________
Home Phone Number: _________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone Number: ______________________________ (Mother/ Father / Other ________________)

Cell Phone Number: ______________________________ (Mother/ Father / Other ________________)

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Is there anything I should be aware of about your child? ​​​​​______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you give your permission for your student’s photo(s) to be used as part of our class online website?


Yes




No

Do you give your permission for your child to check books out from my classroom library?



Yes




No

Please tell me how you would prefer to be contacted?
Phone

E-mail
Do you have a computer at home?               Do you have internet access at home?

Yes




Yes

No




No
I have read, and I understand Mrs. Barrow's classroom policies and expectations.
Parent signature ___________________________________________ Date ___________
Student signature __________________________________________ Date ___________

Phone: 706-654-2775





Email: pbarrow@jackson.k12.ga.us











Class Website: 


barrowela.weebly.com
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